
Positive Schools Mental Health and Wellbeing Conference 2013

Youth Homelessness Awareness Workshops

Perth, Brisbane and Melbourne

Technical Requirements: Projector, speakers, laptop computer (ability
to plug in hard drive)

Format: Presentation and group work (need physical
space to break teachers into smaller groups
for discussions)

Part 1
Purpose

To provide a workshop overview and facilitate discussion around the current data, facts and

stereotypes/stigmas which exist about youth homelessness in Australia. This will include a short video

showcasing statistics and an interactive activity from the Youth Homelessness Matters Teaching Resource.

Youth Homelessness in a Schools Context

 Overview of the session

 Why you are here today/what are you hoping to get out of today?

 What we know about youth homelessness in Schools

Youth Homelessness in Australia

 Current statistics and data in Australia

 The facts and “myths” of youth homelessness

o Causes and effects of homelessness

o Types of homelessness

o Stereotypes and perceptions of homeless youth

o How these stereotypes affect homeless youth

 Recommended research on youth homelessness
Part 2
Purpose

To explore how Schools (teachers/students) can appropriately respond to students who at risk of

homelessness or experiencing homelessness. This section will be co-facilitated by a local Salvation Army

youth worker/community development officer and provide an opportunity for teachers to share about what is

currently working within their School environment and how charitable organisations could better support

Schools.

Part 2 will include real stories of Schools who have approached us with students who are homeless, a short

video filmed by a student about a friend who was experiencing homelessness.

 Share current School procedures

 Explore further ways to connect students to help they need



Part 3
Purpose

This final part will explore how students can be part of the solution to youth homelessness through Education,

leadership development and community service/social justice opportunities.

This section will include a short video “Bee’s Journey”, examples of how Schools are currently using the

resources and will include group work centred on the Education and Outreach Package and its potential

benefits and barriers for teachers.

 Bee Orsini, Oasis Schools Liaison to share her personal experience of homelessness

 Walk through the donated Education and Outreach Package

o The Oasis Documentary and Study Guide

o Youth Homelessness Matters Teaching Resource

o Local presentations and workshops

o Volunteering opportunities

 Q & A

 Evaluation


